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231 Dean St.
Arcata, Ca. 95521

Nbvember 12, 1998

Bruce Halstead
U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service

1125 16th St.
Arcata, CA 95521

RE: PALCO's proposed HCP/SYP, especially as it relates to the EIS and EIR

Dear Mr. Halstead:

As you consider economic impacts related to PALCO's HCP and SYP I urge you to pay
attention to the impacts logging has, and has had, on the fishing industry. These
impacts are inadequately addressed in the EIR and EIS.

While many people have addressed the inadequacy of the HCP and SYP in regards to
maintaining and restoring coho salmon habitat in order to preserve this species for
furture generations, few have addressed these problem as it has affected the fishing
industry. Indeed native fish stocks have been decimated to such an extent that
preservation and restoration of a once thriving fishing industry can easily be ignored.
While we look to the future, however, I believe a guidepost should be the past. I
submit the following random samples of references to salmon taken from The
Humboldt Times newspaper ("The Fisheries of Humboldt County From 1854 to 1892",
a thesis by Humboldt State student Duane L. Wainwright):

Volume I

Septexzber 23, 1854 Nuaber 4
Salmon Fishing. - Several cocranies are forming to catch and
put up 3almou oin Jeott Rlver this fall, for shirzment to San
Franclsco, =z2nd other ports. The YWeott Fishzry alone extect
to do a lzrge business at it. The Salmon nave commenced run-~
ning and snortly they will ccme in cuantitizss, sullflcient to
glve employment to nundreds of men. The resources of our
county are not yet Zdevelopned; we look forward to the day wnen
Humbeldt Bay will furnish_tnke markeis of the South Pacific

with their. fish.

Indian Yames - ...Eel River is called by the Indisns, Weott -
plenty ~ froz the lrmense quantities of Salmon obtained by
tred every fall in thzt strean.

November 13, 1858 (Continued) - ' Volume 5
Salmon. - For the last few days' our .Bay has been literally

alive with salmon. It 18 amusing to see them at vlay, bound-

ing several feet out of the water and darting under again as
t?ough they had accldentally "flipped" out of their natural
element.. : '

NRL-




November 14, 1857 _ Number 12

Salmon. - Since the rains last week the mouth of Mad River has NP@’

been opened, and salmon are already very nlentiful in the river,
S, J. Gilman has brought several lozds to market and they are
in fine condition.

December 19, 1857 ' ' Number 17

Salren Fisheries, - Mr. Peter Smith is contributing artiecles
to the Callicrnia Farmer on the szlmon Tisheries of this Coast,
In one of these articles ne says:

"The net spoken of in my last, on Eel river, has actually
taken from Octcber 13th to Nov. 5, (in all eighteen days,) )
16,000 salmon f1lling 880 barrels of 200 pounds eacn; and the
balance of three fisheries on the river have had a fair share
of success,”

The principal fishery -on Eel River, referred to, is on the Is-
land near the mouth, aznd 1is owned by the Messrs. Dungan., We
have frequently noticed tha shipment of salmon t2ken from these
fisheries; they are destined to be of considerable lmportance
in this portion of the State,

Volume 4
April 3, 1858 , : Number 32

Salmon Trade.

Itﬂ;ghgpgpifying”to_see how_LhQ“growing_meortancevof—the
Salmon trade in this.county is veginning to manifest itself as
& permanent and profitable businesgs, Although but few persons
have "thus far engazed in 1t in this county, there 1s no doubt
but the superior quality of Salmon taken Ffromx our streams will
direct more attention to this branch of trade in future. The
Prices Current and Shicninz List, published in San Francisco,
makes the following remarxs, concerning the Salmon trade from
which it will be seen our fish are worth $2 ver barrel more
than those taken from the Sacramento river:

This important branch of domestic industry, 1is greatly over-
looked by those who attempt to estimate the value of our re-
sources. The statistics of the Custom House for 1857, show
that we exported during that year, leaving out of consideration
what may have been shipped as unspvecified merchandise, 1,180
barrels, 580 casks, 80 tlerces, 38 cases, 116 kegs, 131 miscel-
laneous packages, and 8 tons in. bulk of salmon. Far the greater
part of these exports were made to Australia, wherse sales were
made at a handsome profit, 1n a numrber of instances at 11 to 12
cents per pound.

At present the rates rule higher than for some months previ-
ously, During the fall of last year, they were in the neighbor-
hood of $8 per barrel for Sacrarcento, £10 for Humboldt, and §11
for Oregon. The demand for export having latterly much increased,
there has been an advance of full $1 per barrel.




Aoril 3, 1858 (Continued) Volume 4

rhese facts are highly gratifying. in view of the considera-
tion that untlil recentl; we have been irvortinz salmon from
the East. That trade has ceased altogether, and new, instead
of shipping the article to California, they are receiving a
portlion of their suppllies from this quarter.

The following couputation was made and furnished to the 3.F.
Times, by a salzon flsherman, from which it will be seen our
county furnished more salmon the vast season than wes taken
from the Sacramento river - Eel river alone, furnishing 1,200

barrels, without making mentlon of what wzas put up on Mad rivery

The gquantity of salmon caught and Dacked last season was, as
near as I can ascertain, as follows: On Eel river, 1,200 barrels
on the Sacramento, 1,200 barrels; on the Columbia, 500 barrels:
at Vancouver Island, 4CO barrels; mzking a totzl of 3,300 bar-
rels, averaging about 100 pounds welght each. In this estimate
I do not 1ineclude the fresh fish sent to market, nor the quantity
cured by smoking, which would increase the amount fully one thin
The prices obtained are from eight to ten cents per round. A
shipment of some 300 vackages to Australia, on the What-Chesr
in Octobér last, brought, the 50 and 100 pound vackages, 12 cent
per pound; the 150 and 200 pound packages, eleven cents per poun
The fish caught 1n our waters are the finest in the world, and
as we are now able to cure them as well as elsewhere, we shall
have no comretition in supplying all the markets of *he Pacific,
while the takingz and preparing of the fish will glve employment
to a large number of hands; thus augmenting our infant commerce,
and adding materially to the wealth of our people.

When I moved here nearly 30 years ago the fishing industry was the second largest
Industry in Humboldt County. Salmon fishing was a major component of this
industry. While the decline of this industry is due to a variety of causes, the ones
which you clearly need to address are imber industry impacts - Including the
inadequacies of the buffer zones around fish-bearing streams and clearcutting on
steep slopes and in sensitive areas that can result in sediment flows to these fish-

bearing streams and rivers.

PR

con.

Sincerely, |

Nancy R. Thara
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